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‘Siri Kanta’of SRKVS Enters Eternal Silence

Yes, Sri B S Srikantaiah,
Former Principal and Co-
ordinator was known
equally for his rich and
commanding voice as his
unquestionable commit-
ment, unmatching dedi -
cation and total identi-
fication with Vidyashala.
One shout from his room
or from any corner of the school building would
reverberate through the corridors and silence the
entire building. Many a times his chariot, the Ideal
Jawa motorbike with its characteristic thundering

*

sound, would act as the forerunner of the arrival of
its master, Sri BSS, at the main gate of SRK'VS and
it would alert the noisy students. It is no wonder
that he had deliberately chosen this authoritative
vehicle to aid him in his administration. No need to
say that his very physical presence anywhere in the
building was enough to keep the students on their
toes. This is a lighter side of the personality of Sri
BSS.

Couched within his stern appearance was his
honest love and concern not only for the academic
progress of the students but also for their all-round
development which, of course, pupils of that age
would not always recognize. The flood of tributes
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from alumni of his regime that poured in after his
demise indicate his successful moulding of their
personality.

The inaugural day of SRKVS in 1953 also
marked the beginning of Sri BSS's career as a
teacher. A triple gold medalist, fresh from the
University of Mysore, Sri BSS joined Vidyashala
as a teacher of Social Studies at the age of 23,
totally unaware that it was a God-given
opportunity for him to serve the institution for the
next 67 years without any blemish or interruption.
Coming under the encompassing enviable
influence of the dynamic visionary Founder
President Revered Swami Shambhavanandaji
Maharaj, from day one of his service, Sri BSS
assimilated the qualities of dedication, commit-
ment and identification which manifested
themselves in every thought, word and action. Yes,
in every inch he remained loyal to the institution
and faithful to the mission and objectives of the
institution till he breathed his last on 28"

September early morning. He was 90.
Sri BSS served the institution in the capacities of

Assistant Master, Headmaster, Principal and Co-
ordinator. In whatever capacity he served, the
interest of the pupils and the ideals of the institution
were foremost in his words and actions with no
compromise with the most valued traditions.
Committed fully to the strict routine and discipline
of the institution, he would execute the educational

projects and programmes following the rules and
regulations in letter and spirit. The impact of his
sincere efforts to mould the personalities of the
pupils is so deep-routed that even very senior
alumni who are now in their sixties and seventies
still remember, respect and love him from the
bottom of their hearts. His demise has left a void
hard to fill, besides depriving us of a vital link

between the past and the present.
The best tribute one can pay to beloved

'Headmaster Sir' is to follow in his foot-steps of
constant care and concern for others. VOVA
forever remembers his untiring efforts to shape the
personalities of thousands of students and pays its
respectful homage to Sri BSS .
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To pay tribute to Sri BS Srikantaiah, a memorial
meeting was held on 18" October 2020 in
Vidyashala. Many old students and well-wishers
participated in it. On this occasion a memento
containing a photo of Sri B S S with his message
and a hand book titled “A Tribute to Sri B S

Srikantaiah™ were given to all the participants.
Om Shanti.

Alumni, Your attention Please:

application starts.

Now you can yourself update your record in our database! - password security ensured

Vidyashala i-VRM - Alumni Module, cloud based application is ready for online updates. Now
alumnus can update his record sitting at his place. It will be available via the link:

https://vapssmartecampus.com/#/login/srkvs
Once you receive your individual ID and Password to your mobile phone, functioning of this
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TRIBUTES TO SRI B S SRIKANTAIAH

(Excerpts from the messages of swamijis, teachers & well-wishers)

Most Revered Srimat Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj
President

Ramakrishna Math and Ramkrishna Mission
Belur Math

I am extremely sorry to learn about the passing away of Sri B. S. Srikantaiah. He was associated with Sri

Ramakrishna Vidyashala for 67 long years in various capacities of employment and also after retirement.
He was a great devotee of Sri Guru Maharaj, Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda. We

have lostan inspirational devotee, friend and admirer.
[ pray to Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Ma Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda so that his soul rests

in peace at Their feet.

) SN S

Belur Math (Swami Smaranananda)
2 October 2020 President

Most Revered Swami Gautamanandaji Maharayj
Vice President
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission
Belur Math

My acquaintance with Sri Srikantaiah was only on a few occasions when I visited Mysore as a guest
Swami. What I used to notice was the great love, respect and admiration of almost all Swamis of the
Mysore centre for Sri Srikantaiah, including the head, Swami Sureshanandaji. I used to see him engaged in
long discussions with Swami Sureshanandaji in his Vidyashala office. It was a joy to see them together in

such intimate friendship........
While talking to him I could notice his great love for Vidyashala, for the Ashrama and for all the inmates

of the Ashrama. Of course, to visitors like us he was a very cordial receptionist, talking and guiding us to
many places on the campus. He never looked old, not even physically. He was very young in physical
movements and very alert mentally. On the whole, the impression I got was of a perfect devotee of Swami
Vivekananda dedicated entirely to the cause of education at Vidyashala. I wonder at the fact that he was 90
years old, which I could never guess by looking at him, perhaps because he was inspired by Swamiji's

exhortations of 'work 1s worship' and of the ideal of 'wearing out instead of rusting out'.
I knew him as one ofthe best educationists over perhaps two-and-a-half decades.
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Most Revered Swami Suviranandaji Maharaj

General Secretary
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math
(In a letter written to Swami Muktidanandaji)

I was very sorry to know about the passing away of Sri B S Srikantaiah, a longtime associate of Sri
Ramakrishna Vidyashala, on the 28th of last month. I had met Srikantaiah when I visited Vidyashala on the
occasion of its Diamond Jubilee. About his contribution to Vidyashala I have heard from you and Swami
Satyeshananda and that has really impressed me. He served the institution in different capacities with
dedication for nearly seven decades until almost his last days. This is truly awe-inspiring. It must have

been his desire to die in harness, and the Lord admittedly fulfilled his pious wish.
Today Vidyashala occupies an enviable position among the educational institutions run by the

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission. It is to men like Srikantaiah that we owe the success of
Vidyashala. [ am reminded of Swami Vivekananda's words with regard to his ardent disciple from Madras,
Sri Alasinga Perumal. Swamiji expressed his appreciation thus: "One rarely finds men like our Alasinga in
this world-one so unselfish, so hard-working, and devoted to his Guru, and such an obedient disciple is

indeed very rare on earth."
I pray for the departed soul of Srikantaiah. May his exemplary life of service inspire others to make their

lives blessed by cultivating unflinching dedication to anoble cause!

Sanvrveasasnda
Swami Suviranané
General Secretary

Ramakrishna Math and Mission, Belur Math

DAL

Revered Swami Atmavidanandaji Maharaj
Secretary,
Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Visakhapatnam
(Revered Swamiji served as the Adhyaksha of Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysuru, 1998 - 2005)

Sri BS Srikantaiah dedicated his whole life to Vidyashala from its inception in 1953 till his last day. My
association with him goes back to 1967 when [ was working in Mysore before joining the Order. ... He was
cordial and would guide me in various matters. He also would narrate many a time how he was selected and
persuaded to join Vidyashala by Rev. Swami Shambhavanandaji Maharaj. ...During my stay of 7 years in
Mysore from 1998 to 2005 he was always available for guidance and assistance in various matters
connected with the Ashrama also. He was deeply interested in the Kadapa Centre's development and
donated some amount for that cause and always enquired about the developments. A strict disciplinarian,
he was an ideal Karmayogi inspiring all the staff and students of all the batches with his life and guidance.
His unexpected departure has left a big void in Vidyashala. I pay my deep regards to him and pray to Sri
Thakur to keep him under his benign protection for eternal peace.
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Revered Swami Atmajnanandaji Maharaj
Adhyaksha, Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Chandigarh
(Revered Swamiji served as the Adhyaksha of Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysuru, 2016-2019)

Imagine discipline, complete involvement and dedication in a corporeal form and that would be
Srikantaiah! It is difficult to accept that he is no more amidst us! He was a sheet anchor for all the activities
of Vidyashala and we looked upon him as a walking diary of the institution's history. Whether it was the
arrangements for the Annual Day of the school or managing the workers and maintenance of the huge
campus or looking after the kitchen and the guests during various events, for everything he had practical
solutions that were a result of his experience and concern for the institution. He was a vital link between the
old boys of Vidyashala and the management and continued to be a mentor to many old boys even after they

had settled down in life!
He was a fatherly figure, impressive and dignified in his bearing. The culture that was introduced by

Swami Shambhavanandaji had become so embedded in him that we never saw him unshaven or
disorderly. His personal troubles never interfered in the work of the institution. Food, rest and personal
comforts were secondary to the demands of the Ashrama, Vidyashala or RIMSE. His needs were meagre
and he never exercised his seniority among the staff or inmates. ...... He would silently help the students or

workers whenever there was a need and he never advertised his charities.
His dedicated service to the institution will continue to inspire the faculty. The foundation that he has

jointly nurtured will help build the institution further. Srikantaiah will never be forgotten.
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Revered Swami Atmeshanandaji Maharaj
Vedanta Society of Sydney
Australia
(Revered Swamiji is an alumnus of Vidyashala, batch 1972 - 74)

'Tam so delighted to see you — at last Swami Shambhavanandaji's wish came true' — with these words I
was welcomed to Vidyashala in June 1987. I was visiting Mysore after becoming a sannyasin of the
Ramakrishna Order. It was also the first time that I visited Mysore after I left Vidyashala in the '70s as a
student.

The weather of Mysore, for some reason, did not suit me well and I used to be a regular patient in the sick
ward; he would always come to see me and enquire about my health and this was touching indeed - the
headmaster himself coming to see an insignificant student!

When I met him after becoming a monk, I reminded him of this, and he started laughing aloud in his
characteristic manner and mentioned it to Swami Sureshanandaji. After this visit, [ met him several times
and he would embarrass me by being very respectful and try to touch my feet, which of course, I would not
allow him to do.

Vidyashala is indeed very fortunate to have the dedicated services of persons like BSS, GSS, KK and

other stalwarts. They have personalized their service to the Holy Trinity and are real Karma Yogins in
every sense of the term! We will miss their physical presence but their spirit will always be kept alive
through the various projects that they have undertaken and the character-building task they undertook by

guiding and inspiring numerous students. My humble respects to all of them and a grand salute to our dear
BSS Sir!

A%“Ln

Revered Swami Satyeshanandaji Maharaj
Assistant General Secretary
Ramakrishna Math and Mission, Belur Math
(Revered Swamiji is an alumnus of Vidyashala (1979 — 81) and served as the Correspondent of

Vidyashala from 2011-14)

Sri Ramakrishna performs miracles. Ordinarily, he may not perform miracles like bringing back the
dead to life or curing diseases or materializing things from nothing. But Sri Ramakrishna's magical touch
transforms human hearts. He has transformed millions of hearts and continues to do so by raising ordinary

human beings to extraordinary heights.
Shambhavanandaji was known in the Ramakrishna Order of monks as the Swami who could achieve

the impossible. (In Bengali, they would say-Shambhavanandajir kichu ashambhav chhilo na - meaning,
there was nothing impossible for Shambhavanandaji) and Sri Srikantaiah Sir (or BSS) had the rare
blessing of living in the inspiring, powerful company of Shambhavanandaji for about two decades. I
firmly believe that the blessings of Sri Guru Maharaj, Divine Mother Sri Sarada Devi, Swami
Vivekananda and Swami Shambhavanandaji empowered Srikantaiah Sir to serve Sri Ramakrishna
Vidyashala for an amazing period of about seven decades without interruption. Sri BSS's life is an
inspiring story of a young man who was transformed by the electrifying, magic touch of the heroic monk
Shambhavananda. That young man of 23 went on to serve Vidyashala for an unbelievable period of 67
long years. I was fortunate to hear on many occasions anecdotes about Swami Shambhavanandaji's
legendary discipline, and majestic personality from the lips of Sri BSS. Close association with
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Shambhavanandaji for long years helped Srikantaiah Sir imbibe his mentor's sterling qualities.
Sri B S Srikantaiah Sir is a legendary personality in the annals of Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala. He was

alegend in his lifetime. [ am sure people will continue to talk about Sri BSS Sir's dedication to and love for
Vidyashala for a long long time. Only in great souls chosen by God to do His work, we find such a sense of

belonging to an institution.
Sri BSS lived a truly wholesome life, a life fully devoted to the good of Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala.

He was a witness to all the happenings of Vidyashala right from its day of inception.
Rajarshi is one who wields a lot of power externally and commands respect, but deep within he is a wise

sage fully detached. Sri B S Srikantaiah, Sri G S Subramaniam (GSS), Sri S V Ramaswamy (SVR), to
name a few, are such sattwik Rajarshis who served Vidyashala with exemplary unselfish love, efficiency,

military discipline and dedication.
It is said that we do not honour a great soul by speaking words of praise of him but by making our lives

like his. May his long life of service, dedication, unselfishness, impeccable integrity, self-effacement and
other divine virtues be an inspiration to us.

QAL

Revered Swami Muktipadanandaji Maharaj
Ramakrishna Math, Halasur, Bengaluru
(Revered Swamiji started his spiritual life in the Order by joining Vidyashala as a monastic member)

Sri B.S Srikantaiah was a true Karmayogi who dedicated his life to materializing Rev. Swami

Shambhavanandaji's dream.
It will not be an exaggeration to acclaim that BSS master knew every single brick ever laid in building

Vidyashala. From the deepest stores to the most modern laboratory, he contributed immensely towards

forging the most sought-after residential school in the country.
The success of this lofty mission is definitely because of the perfect harmony of purpose, goals,

deliberation and intention achieved between the correspondent and the headmaster.
Srikantaiah Sir, true to his name, used his roaring voice, 'Srikanta', to drive away tamas from the campus

and rouse and awaken the sattva in all of us towards achieving the Vidyashala mission.
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K. S. Devaiah (batch 1955-58)

Whenever I went to the school, he was always
there, with his love for old students. He had a
fantastic memory and would remember our names

as well.
Just a few days before he got admitted to

hospital, I happened to talk to Swami Muktida-
nandaji Maharaj. Swamiji said Sri Srikantaiah who
was with him would like to talk to me. We spoke for
a while and when the phone connection got cut off
he called back to talk to me for some more time.
That was the affection he had for his old students. It
was shocking for me to hear of his sickness and
ultimate death.

Jagdish Gangolly (batch 1956 — 61)

I saw him for the first time since leaving Vidya-
shala around 2002 when I was in Mysore to attend
an international conference at the University. Even
though it was 41 years since | saw him last, he
recognised me instantly and even joked about my
quirks while I was in school. I've vivid memories
of his classes; he made History and Geography
very interesting. | credit him entirely for my keen
interest in both subjects even after so many years.
I've always considered him my mentor, friend,
guide and philosopher.

Dr Mallikarjun V Jali (batch 1968 — 70)
“Those who educate children well are more to be

honoured than parents, for, these only gave life,
those the art of living well.” -Aristotle

One of our much-loved teachers of all time is
beloved Sri B S Srikantaiah Sir. As a 9th standard
student at Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala in Mysuru,
when I chose to dream of studying medicine, he
was my headmaster. Beloved BSS Sir called me to
his office and gently asked me why I had made such
a choice. | explained to him that I desired to
become a doctor to serve society. He bestowed me
with his blessings more in advance than anyone in
my journey of the medical profession. BSS, as we
termed him, was a gentle giant. He is no longer
with us, but he encouraged every student with his
placid display of power and gentle understanding.
He remains the perfect poster of patience,
understanding and empathy

M.R Anandaram (batch 1976-80)

A man who everyone feared out of respect,
Srikantiah Sir, was an extremely welcoming and
warm person when we all visited Vidyashala as old
students. He never took no for an answer and
played the perfect host, ensuring no old student
went back home without a meal at Vidyashala.
Many old students and batchmates of mine have
many stories to share on how all of Vidyashala
would fall right into place upon hearing
Srikantiah's bike entering the gate, to the times
where students would pay absolute attention
during his powerful Civics lessons. His presence
was felt everywhere on the campus. One thing is
for sure, as [ speak for all the alumni of Vidyashala
and that is the fact that we all will continue to
remember Srikantiah Sir with the warmest of
memories and the valuable life lessons that he
taught us which we continue to follow every day.
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K. Vidyaranya (batch 1978 — 1983)

BSS Sir, along with Swami Sureshanandaji, was
the inspirational leader for me and for my
batchmates. As Principal, BSS Sir combined
empathy for students insisting on high standards.
... Heserved Vidyashala selflessly for many years
after he retired. He always welcomed old boys like
me with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. It's a
tremendous loss for all of us, for his grand life is
worth celebrating on every occasion.

B S Pradeep (batch 1990-95)

As a friend, philosopher and guide, BSS Sir
played a crucial role in the smooth running of
Vidyashala activities. I had seen in him the same
zeal and spirit in every task that he took up,.....be it
cleaning of cobwebs in the clothes store or drafting
official letters. He did not crave for name or glory.
Above all, he led an active and fruitful life till the
end. He was not just a teacher or headmaster, he
was an integral part of the Ramakrishna-
Vivekananda Movement. True to the spirit of tyaga
and seva, his life is an epitome of Sri
Ramakrishna's teaching: “As long as I live so long
do I'learn.” BSS belongs to a rare class of teachers
that our society greatly needs today.

Hithesh N (batch 1990-93)

Two words come to mind when remembering
the life of Shri B. S. Srikantaiah — passion and
dedication. Vidyashala is fortunate to have grown
in the passionate hands of BSS Sir who served the
institution right from its start in 1953 until his last
days,........ an uninterrupted service of over 67
years, which could well be a record for any

educational institution!
To borrow a quote, “Every great institution is

the lengthened shadow of a single man whose
character determines its character.” Having been
there from day one of Vidyashala, it might not be a

stretch of imagination to say that his traits of
service and dedication have become a part of the

institution and its staff.
I feel fortunate to have known BSS Sir in a

small way. He remains an inspiration to all. May he
rest in peace.

Vikas S S (batch 1993-96)

Srikantaiah Sir was a constant presence at
Vidyashala. Although I had very little interaction
with him when I was a student, largely because of
the 'strict' image about him, it was always nice to
speak to him, no matter how briefly, whenever |
used to visit Vidyashala thereafter. No matter how
many monks or teachers had changed, Srikantaiah
Sir was always there, like the eternal sunshine. May
his spirit continue to shine at Vidyashala.
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% Ramakrishna Institute of Moral and Spiritual Education, Mysuru
Yadavagiri, Mysuru-570020 Phone: 0821-2417666 / 2412800 Email: mysuru.rimse@rkmm.org

Now open for Spiritual Retreat throughout the year - Residential and Non Residential

Participants:

Minimum No. 50; Maximum No. 120
(Residential); 140 (Non-residential)
Devotees, Youth, General public, Rural youth,
Corporate, Students & Staff of Educational
Institutions and Private Companies.
Topics Covered:
*Classes for devotees on various spiritual subjects
* Subjects offered for other groups: Yoga & health,
Work culture, Skill development, Mind manage -
ment, Stress managemen, Service & leadership,
Value education, Indian culture, Ramakrishna -
Vivekananda & Meditation
*Custom-built courses considering the needs of the
participants are also offered
Duration:
Residential Retreats are of the following durations:
Two days, Three days, Seven days & Ten days

Male participants:
Accommodation in single room in RIMSE with
common bathroom facilities.
Female participants:
Accommodation in near by convenient lodging
facility.
Food Offered:
Residential: Morning Tea & Snacks; Lunch;
Evening Tea &Snacks & Night supper
Non-Residential: Morning Tea & Snacks; Lunch;
Evening Tea & Snacks
Fees:
It is variable depending on: Type of food &
accommodation; Nature of programme; Duration
of retreat; other facilities.

Special concession for students and rural
youth is offered.

You are welcome to utilize this opportunity

Vidyashala and Ashrama Programmes now available on Internet

SRKVS and Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysuru have launched the following channels on You tube
for the benefit of old students and other well-wishers who are interested in viewing the activities and

programmes of Vidyashala and Ashrama.
1. Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama Mysuru

2. Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala 1953

In addition to uploading current programmes from time to time, some important past programmes
like our Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, Youth Convention, Dr Abdul Kalam's visit to Vidyashala, Floodlit
Field Displays & Noopura — a musical ballet, Nritya Sangeetha Bharata, Kavya Rasa Tharanga and

Sarvadharma Samanvayacharaya can also be accessed just by a click.
Hope our old students and well-wishers will avail this facility and enjoy all these uploads, going

down the memory lane sitting in the comfort of their homes.
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VIDYASHALA NEWS
Public Examination Results 2019 — 2020

X Standard
No. appeared 101
A" (90% & above) 75
A (80 % - 89%) 22
B (70% - 79%) 3
B (60% - 69%) 1
Results (overall) 100% First Class
Highest aggregate 623 (99.68%)
1. Vihaan M N 2. Vivek S 3. Gaurav Chandan

11 PUC
45
Distinctions 32
First Class 13
100%
590 (98.33)
Lokesh B Jogi

Cent Percent Scorers: - SSLC

Sanskrit (I Lang ): Akash M V, Aryan D
Haritsa, Chiranthan M V & Samabhita Rajendra

Hegde
Kannada(I Lang): Akhilesh Somanath G M,

Hemanth Manjunath Kadler, Rugved
Panchakshari Hosamath, Vihaan M N, Vittala

Chaithanya N M & Vivek S
Hindi (I Lang): Archisman Deb
English (II Lang): Mohak G Mugulurmutt,

Shashank Patel L, Vihaan M N
Kannada (IIT Lang) : Akash MV, Aniketh

Aladamar, Aryan D Haritsa, Belliappa A G,
Gagan Chandan, Gaurav Chandan, Mohak G
Mugulurmutt, Nikhil M Hooli, Rahul V
Tirlapur, Archisman Deb, Dheeraj S C &

Siddhartha Telugu
Hindi (IIT Lang): Abhay P Bhusaraddi,

Chaithanya B Raj, Hemanth Manjunath Kadler,
Raghavenda Talikoti, Sriman Reddy B, Thushar
Raj S G, Vihaan M N, Vinayaka V Morigeri,
Vittala Chaithanya N M, Vivek S,

Yashwanth A L, Yashwanth B U, Hemanth

Kumar E R & Praveen Jayappa Lamani
Mathematics : Raghavendra Talikoti, Rugved

Panchakshari Hosamath, Shivaswamy B M V,
Sriman Reddy B, Vihaan M N, Vivek S,
Yashwanth B U, Chiranthan M V, Dhanush
Harsha Bharadwaj, Gaurav Chandan, Sandesh
Shrikant Hegde, Ankith Nath, Siddhartha

Telugu & Vineet Prabhu Talikoti.
Science : Nirankush, Sriman Reddy B, Vivek S,

Praveen Jayappa Lamani, Aniketh Patil, Aryan
D Haritsa, Gagan Chandan, Gaurav Chandan &

Samahita Rajendra Hegde
Social Science : Aadhyant Srivatsaa R, Aditya

Raju A, Belliappa A G, Dhanush Harsha
Bharadwaj, Gaurav Chandan, Milan Suresh,
Shashank Patel L, Yashaswi Narasimha Hegde,
Ankith Nath, Archisman Deb, Sriman Reddy B,
Vihaan M N, Vinayaka V Morigeri, Vivek S &
Yashwanth B U

Cent Percent Scorers: -1I PUC

Sanskrit : Hiren Uthaiah M S, Karan L
Havalad, Srinivasachar J, Pranav Kaushik N G
& Tharun D

Physics : Lokesh B Jogi & Rohith Raj
Chemistry : Lokesh B Jogi & Ankur D

Mathematics : Anirudh K R, Lokesh Jogi,
Sachin Bhaskar S, Tejas R Atri, Tarun D,

Ankur D, Pranav Kaushik N G & Goutham N
Biology : Tejas R Atri & Chirag R
Computer Science : Skanda BN & Tejas C C

VOVA congratulates Revered Swamijis, the Principal, teachers and students of both SSLC and
PUC for the excellentresults in 2020 public examinations. VO VA also congratulates the three students
of X standard - Vihaan MN, Vivek S and Gaurav Chandan -for securing the third position for the state
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SRKYVS during Covid-19

While the I1 PUC students were eagerly looking
forward to moving to their examination centers for
the last paper (English) of public examination 2020
on March 23“, a nationwide lockdown due to
Covid-19 pandemic was declared to their utter
disappointment. X standard public examination
was yet to commence. Soon the Principal and
Correspondent Swamiji got alert and started
contacting Adhyaksha Maharaj who was away in
Headquarters in Belur Math, seeking his directions
as to what steps had to be taken to manage the
situation with almost 150 students still on the
campus. After much discussion a decision to send
the boys home was taken, the wisest decision under
the circumstances that prevailed. Accord-ingly,
parents were intimated of this decision using fast
means of communication. The Principal and
Swamiji did not rest till the last ward was
dispatched home safe. Then onwards till the
commencement of X examination in June,

Vidyashala was functioning with minimum staff.
Hats off to the constant and continued efforts of the

Swamijis, Principal and the members of the
teaching faculty to keep high the morale of students
away at home and to keep them in regular touch
with the subjects by providing revision assign-
ments in all subjects. Needless to mention, their
efforts were rewarded with excellent results in both

X standard and PU public examinations.
Meanwhile, the admission procedure regarding

VIII standard began. In view of the pandemic, the
selections were made sans usual entrance, written

testand interviews (also for First PUC).
Regular online classes for II PUC and X

standard classes started from June/July and
gradually online classes to VIII, IX and | PUC also
got introduced following the guidance from the
Education Department. Parents were requested to
ensure that their wards followed up regularly.

Online tests and assignments were also conducted

as per the rules of the Department.
Happily, the Government accorded permission

to reopen the school for X and II PUC from 1"Jan
2021 and for IX and IPUC from 1" Feb 2021 (with
the pandemic gradually coming under control).
Our II PUC students arrived Vidyashala on 6" Jan,
X standard on 8" Jan, First PUC students on 8"
Feb, and 9" standard students arrived on 11" Feb
2021. Thanks to the parents for their confidence in
Vidyashala administration.

All precautions to ensure the health and well-
being of pupils like wearing masks, sanitization of
various zones of Vidyashala and physical
distancing are strictly followed and monitored by
the Swamijis and the staff members. Care of the
students is well taken by the Grace of the Holy Trio.
Vidyashala is so far running smoothly without any
cases ofillness.

The spread of the pandemic and the subsequent
lockdown did have its effects on the financial
aspect as institutions were directed to chage the fee
of the last year, though every year a 15 % increase
is allowed to meet the inflation in prices of
commodities. The boarding charges were not
charged when the school was not open. The
management has been able to manage the finances

smoothly by taking certain simple steps.
The health of the staff members has also been

taken care of by providing precautions including

inoculations and vitamin tablets.
We pray to the Holy Trio for the welfare of all.
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OBA NEWS
Kodagu Alumni Get-together - a Brief Report

A Kodagu alumni get-together was held on 28"
November 2020 Saturday at Puliyeri Estate,
Injalagere, Ammathi-Siddapur road, at the 18-acre
coffee estate belonging to Sri Ramakrishna
Ashrama, Mysuru. More than 60 Kodagu alumni
participated in the get-together. Revered Swamijis,
teachers, well-wishers and the family members of
our alumni, nearly 200 in total, were present. The
efforts of Sri Chandan Kamath (batch 2003-05), Dr
C G Kushalappa (batch 1970-76), Sri KG Rajeev
(batch 1979-82) & Sri Balaji Kashyap (batch 1981-
84) to ensure good attendance in short notice are
very much appreciated. The programme started
with Gana Homa and puja to Sri Guru Maharaj at
6.30 am and followed by an Old Boys' Assembly at
9.30 am.

Sri Ramakrishna Viﬂv shala, Mysury
i ) 4 0ld Boys' Associal I:n«nl\l'uy ashala, Mysury
Get- tugvether of ﬁlumm of Kndagu -

\. =N

rday 28" Ng:

The programme was graced by Srimat Swami
Muktidanandji Maharaj, Trustee of Ramakrishna
Math & Mission as well as Adhyaksha of Sri
Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysore, Rev. Swami
Bodhaswarupanandji Maharaj, Adhyaksha of Sri
Ramakrishna Sharadashrama, Ponnampet and
Swami Yukteshanandji Maharaj, Correspondent of
Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala, Mysuru. Sri KJ
Bopaiah, former speaker and sitting MLA from

Virajpet, was the Chief Guest.
Monks of Mysuru Ashrama and Ponnampet

centre, Sri S Balaji, Principal of Sri Ramakrishna
Vidyashala, Mysore , staff of Vidyashala and many
well-wishers and devotees of the Ashrama of
Mysuru and Kodagu were the honourable invitees.

The assembly started as per our tradition with
Vedic chanting by the monastic members of
Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysuru, followed by
lighting of the lamp by Rev. Sw. Muktidanandaji

Mj. and other monks and dignitaries.
To lend “a native flavour” to the programme, a

small regional cultural event had been arranged.
'Ummathat', a Kodava dance, was performed by
the students of the Kodagu Cultural Group of
Cauvery College, Virajpet, which delighted the

audience.
Dr CG Kushalappa, an alumnus of Vidyashala

& Dean, Forestry College, Ponnampet, welcomed

the audience.
Rev. Swami Yukteshanandji Maharaj

delivered the introductory address .
Rev. Swami Bodhaswarupanandji Maharaj

was felicitated with a citation for the commendable
relief work undertaken during the floods in 2018-
19 and Covid Pandemic during 2020.




The following alumni of Kodagu region were

felicitated for their outstanding achievements.
Sri Balaji Kashyap (batch 1981-84) for his

humanitarian work under 'Project Coorg' for the

flood-affected people at Kaloor.
Sri Cholanda Varun Ganapathy (batch 2009-

14) for having passed out from the Officers
Training Academy Chennai with triple distinction:
being appointed as Academy Cadet Adjutant, being
awarded Sword of Honour for his best all round
performance, and securing gold medal for being

Firstin Order of Meritin his course.
Sri Vihaan M N (batch 2017-20) for scoring

623 marks out of 625, securing 3" position for the

state in SSLC examination 2019-20.
Sri Thitira N Appachu (batch 1983-86) for

having been appointed as Additional Chief

Electrical Inspectorate of Karnataka State.
Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama Mysuru, donated an

almirah to the government primary school of
Ammatti, in the name of the donor of the estate, late

Smt. Parvathi.
Sri S Balaji, Principal, SRKVS and Sr1 S P

Suresh,Staft Secretary of OBA, Sr1i R Partha
sarathy (batch 1959— 66) Vice president of OBA
along with Sri KS Devaiah (batch 1955-58), Sri

KP Uthappa (students’ Home), Sri KG Rajeev
(batch 1979 —82), and Sri Sunil Muddaiah (batch
1981-83) spoke on the occasion. All currently
serving teachers were handed gift hampers by

Kodagu old boys at the programme.
Revered Swami Muktidanandji delivered his

benediction and Sri K J Bopaiah lauded the
yeomen service rendered by SRKVS in the field

of education.
Sri KC Ponnappa (batch 1995-98), Principal,

Dental College, Virajpet, proposed a vote of

TR

thanks, and the Assembly was followed by a

group photo session.
Sri Chandan Kaamath compered the entire

event in an impressive manner.
The programme ended with lunch prasada.

Golden Jubilee of OBA

Dear alumnus,
Our greetings to you.

As you all know Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala Old Boys' Association was started in the year 1972 at the

initiative and guidance of Srimat Swami Sureshanandaji Maharaj with the objective of serving as a link

between the alumni and alma mater. Since then the OB A has been trying its best to achieve this objective

following the directions and guidance provided by the institution from time to time.
We are happy that the Association is heading towards celebrating its Golden Jubilee in the year 2022. In

this connection, members of the Managing Committee have come to an understanding to celebrate it in a

befitting manner along with the College Day for three days during the last week of December 2022 or

during the first week of January 2023. This is for your kind information.
The other details regarding the Golden Jubilee of the OB A will be worked out and informed later.
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Alumni Achievements

Raghavan N (batch 1997 — 80) the proprietor
of the famous medical
stores in Mysuru “Raghulal
1 & Co” was awarded District
Rajyosthsava Prashasti by
Mysuru District Admini -
1 stration on 1° November

2020.
Indian Association of

Chemists and Druggists
also presented him the Best
Chemist Award 2019 for providing medicines at
subsidized rates to the needy. Apart from this, Sri
Raghavan has concern :
for those who are econo-
mically backward. He
has sponsored about 22 F§
push carts to flower and
fruit vendors in Mysuru

city recently.
Sri Raghavan is also

known for his social service especially in making
Mysuru green by planting and nurturing 80,000
saplings for the past 10 years. He has also
sponsored nearly 19,000 metal tree guards to

ensure their growth and protection.
VOVA appreciates his sense of service and

commitment to preserve the green environment of
the city. Congratulations Raghavan, keep it up.

Cholanda Varun Ganapathy (batch 2009-
14): After completing II PUC in Vidyashala in
2014, Varun Ganapathy joined
Sir M Vishweshwaraiah Institute
of Techonolgy, Bengaluru for BE
in Mechanical Engineering. He
.| had always been focused on
| joining the Armed Forces since
-] his childhood days. To fulfill this

ambition, he appeared for
National Defence Academy (NDA) and secured

admission at Officer Training Academy (OTA),
SS-110 Course at Chennai. Varun Ganapathy
successfully completed the course and was
appointed as Academy Cadet Adjutant. He was
awarded “Sword of Honour” for being the Best All
Round Cadet and Medal for being First in the Order
of Merit in his course. He has been commissioned
into No. 2 Special Forces on 21" November 2020.

Lt. Bharath Yogendra (batch2010—15):

After completing 5 years of study in Vidyashala
from 8" to 12" standard, he joined Vldyavardhaka
College of Engineering g T T o]
for BE in Mechanical
Engineering, which
awarded him Best
Student Achiever of the
Dept. of Mechanical
Engineering in 2019. Later he joined Technical
Graduate Course (TGC) -129. He successfully
completed the TGC -129 course and received
Silver medal from the Chief of Army Staff, General
Manoj Mukund Naravane, for being 1™ in the order
of merit among technical graduates of TGC — 129
course during the passing out parade held on 13"
June 2020. He is currently posted at Siachen
glacier under Assam Regiment.

S.S.Nakul, TAS (batch 1996-99) Deputy
Commissioner  Ballari
District, was appointed
in January 2021 as the
Private Secretary to
Finance Minister of
India Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman. He was
felicitated by Revered Swami Muktidanandaji,
Adhyaksha, Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysuru
and Sri C N Ashwatha Narayana, Deputy Chief
Minister of Karnataka on 23" Jan 2020.
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VOVA Congratulates all the above achievers

OBA welcomes the following alumni

enrolled as patrons during the year 2020
1. BL Parinith (batch2019-20)
2. Rohith Raj (batch2019-20)
3. Nirankush (batch2019-20)
4. KY Tanush Gowda (batch2019-20)
5. KS Ashuthosh (batch2019-20)
6. Vidhu Narasimha Kulkarni  (batch2019-20)
7. Aniketh Patil (batch2019-20)
8. MN Vihaan (batch2019-20)
9. S Shyam Prasad (batch 1978 - 80)

4 N

In view of the covid-19 pandemic
the Annual General Body 2020 was not
held. Revered Swami Muktidanandaji
Maharaj, President, OBA announced
that the same Managing Committee of
2020 will continue for the year 2021
also

A J
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OBITUARY

WE ARE EXTREMLY SORRY TO INFORM OUR READERS THE SAD DIMISE OF
THE FOLLOWING ALUMNI

Dr Ajith Kumar Kurthkoti

(batch 1996-1970)
Dr Ajith Kumar Kurthkoti

passed away on 16" August 2020.
He studied at Vidyashala from 8"
standard to PUC. During his stay
at Vidyashala he was one of the
office bearers of the Students'
Council -1969.

Dr KV Ramesh
(batch 1959—-1965)

Dr Ramesh expired on 26th July 2020 due to
Covid — 19. He was a retired
Professor of Medicine. After his
retirement, he was running a
polyclinic at Bengaluru. He had
instituted Rev. Sw. Agehanandaji
Maharaj Memorial Endowment
in Vidyashala for conducting an
essay competition on the Bhagavad Gita. He was
very good at sports during his stay at Vidyashala.

AJ Arakere Narayana Gowda
(batch 1953 -1954)

Sri Narayana Gowda, Arakere, Srirangapatna
B taluk, passed away on 30" August
’ . # 2020. A senior alumnus known for
B popularizing Kuvempu's Sri
B & | Ramayana Darshana through
- Gamaka, he was a recipient of the
Karnataka Rajyothsava Award.

MM Ganapathy

(batch 1956 -1959)
A senior alumnus M M Ganapathy passed away

on 1" September2020 due to brain haemorrhage
at the Apollo Hospital Mysuru.

Sakshik A Shetty
(batch2007-2012)

Our young alumnus Sakshik
Shetty and a student of MD at
Srinivasa Medical College
Mangaluru, passed away on 11"
‘ September 2020. He studied at

.| Vidyashala for 5 years from 8" to

12" standard. He was a talented

singer, a dancer, a football player and had keen
interest in model-making.

Dr Andanur Chinthan
(batch2010-2012)

Dr Chinthan completed his MBBS from MMC
& RI, Mysuru. Hailing from g
Harihar, Andanur Chinthan was

on the faculty at the Institute of |
Medical Sciences in Chamaraja
-nagar. He expired on 26-02-
2020. He is survived by his [
father, mother and brother.

Dr Nandipura M Srinivas (Students' Home)

Dr Nandipura M Srinivas passed
away in Mysuru on 13" Sept.
2020 due to a heart attack. Dr
Srinivas hailed from a family of
coffee planters in Mudigere. He
was a distingui-shed tennis player,
a former Chairman of the Mysore
Race Club and President of Mysore Sports and
Golf Club.
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voice of vidyashata aluent

Y R Krishna Setty
(batch 1972 —-1975)

YR Krishna Setty of Pavagada
passed away on 7" September
2020 due to Covid — 19. He 1is
survived by his wife and
daughter.

HN Shivaswamy

(batch 1968 —1972)
Expired on 22-11-2020. He

studied from 7" to 10" standard
at Vidyashala. He was a
practicing Chartered Accoun-
tant at Shimoga. His brother .
Devararaj (batch 1972—-1975)

is also an alumnus of Vidyashala.

Dattatreya Hanumantappa Ellur

(batch 1960 —1964)
A senior alumnus, Dattatreya

I Ellur passed away on 30" July
M8 2020. He had graduated from
“a Suratkal Engineering College in
Textiles and he had worked as a
senior Cotton Supervisor at
Hubballi. After taking VRS he had settled in
Chitradurga asa businessman.

Ravindra Ainapur

(batch 1972 —-1975)
He was in a retail cloth business |
in Kalaburgi and was an active #8
Rotarian. He expired on 09-01- [*§
2021 due to Covid-19. He is
survived by his wife, son and |
two daughters. His younger N

brother Umesh Ainapur is an alumnus of
Vidyashala (SSLC 1978 batch).

ASiddaramappa
(batch 1967—-1972)

Siddaramappa, Thoranagallu, Ballari, studied at
Vidyashala from 7" std. to PUC. He passed
away in March 2020 due to a respiratory
ailment.

H G Ramachandra
(batch 1970- 1973)

He was the proprietor of
Raghavendra Medicals in
Tiptur. He expired due to
Covid-19. He studied at
Vidyashala from 8" to 10"
standard. He expired on 18"
Jan 2021.

Radhakrishna

(batch 1966—-1971)
Expired on 7" March 2021. He

studied at Vidyashala from 7" std.
| to PUC. Radhakrishna is the son
of Sri Krishnamurthy M, founder
of MM & Sons and a staunch

Sri Guruprasad

devotee of Ramakrishna Mission.
His brother K Venugopal (batch 1968-71) is
also an alumnus of Vidyashala.

STAFF

Passed away on 18" September
2020 due to Covid-19. He was a
Swimming Coach at Vidya-
shala and trained our students
for state and national cham-
pionships. He served at
Vidyashala for about 10 years

May the departed souls attain the divine abode
Our heart-felt condolences to the members of the bereaved families
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