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“In June 1932, through the
munificence of three friends, Sri
Ramakrishna students’ Home was
started with 14 fourteen pay
boarders in a building close to the
Ashrama. The number has since
increased to 17.
. Every care Iis
KV Puttappa taken to see that
the students learn uprightness of
conduct and dignity of labour.
Their physical and intellectual
growth is attended to and a
religious class is taken for them.
They have a debating society and a
students’ garden. The Home has
wR,D0 A5 eZ, 00700 already become popular”. Devang: Manoppa
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Hostel I batch

STANDING :
1. Devangi Srinivas
2. Aramanekeri Ramanna

(rest of the names not available)

Sitting :

1. K V Puttappa

2. Swami Eshwaranandaji

3. Swami Sharvanandaji

4. Swami Siddeshwaranandaji
5. Swami Ritatmanandaji

Sqatting :

1. Vatagaru Venkatappa
2. Devangi Vijaya Dev
3. H M Srikanta

4. Devangi Chandrashekar

(rest of the names not available)
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Message

It gives me immense pleasure to note that the erstwhile
Ramakrishna Students' Home, wherin I stayed as a
hosteller, in my early days of education turns 80 years this
year. I am, indeed, happy and have been watching with a
sense of pride the growth of this august institution from a
Students' Home to a Residential High school and to a
Residential Pre-University College as it stands today.

The sweet memories of my stay in this institute are still
fresh and vivid, despite passage of so many years. I participated in the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations of the institute in 2004 with nostalgia.

I remember Swami Vedanandaji and Swami Shambhavanandaji with great respect and
admiration for all the efforts they had put in building men of character in this
institution. Countless stories that Swami Vedanandaji used to narrate to us about Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and his spiritualism, Swami Vivekananda and his
dynamism and Sri Sarada Mathe and her compassion, her love as well as the
discourses about national struggle have always been an inspiration to all of us.

When we joined the institution the foundation for the building was just being laid. I am
delighted that I was part of the construction of this building during those days. This
institution has grown as an embodiment of Swami Shambhavanandaji's vision.

Today if I have become something in the society, I owe every bit of that to this great
institution. I am happy to note that though several changes have taken place in the
infrastructure and programmes of the institute, character building education continues
to be the core of its objectives as envisioned by Swami Vivekananda.

Iwish all those who are part of this great tradition the strength to serve mankind. I also

wish the institute all success in all its endeavors.

(S.M. Krishna)

Office : 172, South Block, New Delhi-110011 Tel : 23011127, 23011165 Fax : 23011463
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Sri C B Lakshmana Rao, Engineer in Chief
(Retd.), Govt. of Karnataka

I stayed in Ramakrishna Students' Home for five
years from 1944 to 1949 during my high school and
Intermediate college days. I was studying in
Mahajana High School and later in Intermediate
College (now Yuvaraja's College), Rev. Swami
Shambhavanandaji was the President of the
Ashram and Rev. Swami
Vedanandaji was our
warden. I was lucky to
be trained by these two
strict but affectionate
disciplinarians and it
helped me in my
later life. Rev. Swami
Somanathanandaji was
a senior monk of the
Ramakrishna order and
he used to travel
extensively to spread the
spiritual literature. My
father who was an Electrical Engineer at
Sivasamudram happened to meet him and that is how
Ientered the students' home.

C B Lakshmana Rao

We were twenty four boys in the students' home
including Sri S M Krishna, present Union Minister
of External Affairs, late M S Krishnappa,

late M D Narayan, Sri S T Krishnappa, Sri C U
Bhaskar, late L Gopala Singh, late Dr. B S
Venkatachalaiah and late G Kallappa whom I
remember vividly. Dr Venkatachalaiah was my
distant cousin and I remember, his father was not
happy when Venkatachalaiah chose Chemistry,
Botany and Geology for his degree course. But in the
long run, not only Dr Venkatachalaiah became the
Director of Birbal Sahni.s Institute of Paleo Botany
and later, Advisor to the Oil & Natural Gas
Commission, but also his contribution to the research
work in his subject was recognized both at the
national and international levels. It is interesting to
note that, after Dr Venkatachalaiah passed away, his
wife has created an Endowment in her husband's
name for the highest scorer in Science in Vidyashala.

Swami Vedanandaji most frequently used to ask us
affectionately “Will you be a good boy or a goody
goody boy?”, implicitly meaning that we should
become creative and dynamic.

The blessings of the Holy Trio through the
swamijis of the ashrama have sustained me in my life
even after my student days.

I am now a member of Sri Ramakrishna Seva
Sangha.

- C B Lakashmana Rao

[Sri C B Laksmana Rao served the Public Works
Department, Govt. of Karnataka, in various capacities
and rose to the highest post of Engineer-in-Chief,
Irrigation. He holds many Honorary Fellowships and
Memberships. He is on the Managaing Committee of our
Old Boys' Association].

Sri N S Ramdas, Retired PW,D. officer

“The experience of my stay in Sri Ramakrishna
Student home has helped me in evolving myself
spiritually and instilled in me a spirit of service and
kindled in me the need to work for betterment of life
ofthe downtrodden in society.”

“The days I spent with the monks of the
Ramakrishna Order, was
a golden period specially
for us during formative
years and made a deep
impression on our young
minds and shaped our
lives.”

“Ramakrishna
Student home was, during
our time, the pioneering
institution in Mysore
region with inmates
drawn from Malnad,

N S Ramdas




Mandya and Kodagu, where we were exposed to
disciplined living, focused study and we had the
opportunity to interact with great scholars of
Mysore university of that time.”

“The evolution of Ramakrishna students home
as a residential school and the consequent
construction and birth of Sri Ramakrishna
Vidyashala, happened during our stay in the
hostel and we were lucky to be witnesses for the
birth of a national institution when nationalism
was at its peak.”

It is my constant prayer to Sri Guru
Maharaj to continue to bestow His blessings on
all of us and on the institution so that all
the pioneering efforts and vision of Srimath
Swami Shambhavanandaji are fulfilled to its
entirety.

[N S Ramdas stayed in the hostel during 1948-1953
when he was pursuing his high school and

college education. He has served in various
capacities in the PWD of the State of Karnataka.

An initiated devotee of Sri Ramakrishna, he still
continues to be associated with the ashrama. He is a
former managing committee member of the OBA.]

WE WELCOME ALL OLD BOYS TO OBA
@ Patron - Rs. 3,000/-
@ Life Member - Rs. 1,000/-

@ One time Subscription
Cheque / DD in favour of Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala

From the Secretary's Desk:

We are pleased to come back to you with the
July — December 2011 issue of 'Voice of
Vidyashala Alumni'. The annual spiritual retreat
for our alumni was a major event during this
period and the theme of the retreat was
‘Enlightened Citizenship' . It was well attended
and the alumni enjoyed fruitful participation.
The other two annual events that took place were,
Games meet for the alumni of Mysore and nearby
places on 6" November and the 39" Inter High
School Competition in General Knowledge for
the IX and X standard students of Mysore city on
20" November. A regional meet in Mandya during
the month of February 2012 is on the anvil.

The present issue of VOVA brings to you a
special supplement to mark the 80" year of the
erstwhile Ramakrishna Students' Home — the
forerunner of Vidyashala — which has turned out
men of eminence and excellence like professors
and Vice chancellors, orators and poets,
administrators, ministers, noted engineers and
distinguished agriculturists. The Association has
done well to arrange 'Marali Nammaya Goodige'
for the then inmates, on the occasion of the
annual OBA Meet on 25" December 2011. It is a
unique programme of home coming for many of
them after a long gap of five to six decades, who
are now very senior and respected citizens of our
country. Our salutations to them!

Wishing you a very happy new year!
Secretaries
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Look forward and Trust God,
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We welcome articles to VOVA from members in the

form of snippets, short stories, etc, Contact:

Staff Secretary, Old Boys’ Association.
Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala

Yadavagiri, Mysore 570020 Phone : 0821 - 2417555.
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Meet our alumni:

M P SHYAM AWARDED Ph.D.

M P Shyam receiving the Doctorate from Dr. S. C. Sharma, Vice Chancellor of Tumkur University, in presence of
His Excellency Hansraj Bharadwaj, Governor of Karnataka and Dr. V S Acharya, Hon'ble Minister for

Higher Education, Govt. of Karnataka.

M P Shyam (Batch: 1976 — 1979) was
awarded Ph.D. for his thesis on 'Modeling
Logistics System for an Automobile Network' by
the Tumkur University, Department of
Management Studies. He was conferred the
doctorate during the convocation held on 11"
November 2011 at Tumkur.

Mr M P Shyam hails from a business family
inextricably linked to education. His father, Dr
M K Panduranga Shetty is a renowned
educationist and a philanthropist.

Mr Shyam, holds a Bachelor's Degree in
Mechanical Engineering and a Master's Degree
in Grain Science from the of Kansas State
University

Mr. Shyam has steered companies such as
Cauvery Ford, Advaith Hyundai, Magnum

FRIDAY THE T _Ng
ppev CONETITU T

Honda, Garuda Maruti, Advaith Automation,
Akshaya Motors etc., to enviable success.
Cauvery Ford has been arecipient of Ford World
Wide Presidents Award for four consecutive
years and Advaith Hyundai has won the Best
Dealership Award in India for the last 10 years.
All these recognitions have propelled Mr.
Shyam to the membership of Ford Advisory
Council.

Today, Mr. Shyam heads a Group, selling an
eclectic mix of products ranging from two
wheelers to small/medium/luxury cars, light
commercial vehicles, tractors to trucks and
earth moving equipments.

Mr. Shyam is also a trustee of the Rashtreeya
Shikshana Samithi Trust which runs all the RV
Institutions in the city of Bangalore. Our hearty
congratulations to M P Shyam!
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Eminent Engineer Award to Govindaraj

The Institution of Engineers
(India) honoured our alumnus V
Govindaraj, (batch:1975 — 82)
Deputy Secretary (Water
Resources Dept. (MI), Govt. of
Karnataka, on the occasion of the
44" Engineers' Day on 15"
September 2011 and conferred on
him the prestigious 'Eminent
Engineer' Award in recognition of
his contribution to the
engineering field. Our hearty
congratulations to him!

Clouladiay) Figsaining A Yet another of our alumnus Dr.

Wooday P Krishna (batch: 1975 - 78) Hon. Secretary, Seshadripuram Institutions, Bangalore, and
Chairman, Committee for Advancement of Engineering Divisions, spoke on the significance of
Engineers' Day, on the occasion and said “The best way to repaying its debt of gratitude to Sir M
Visvesvaraya is torevere him and emulate his qualities.” He is seen extreme left in the picture.

Jagadeesh Gopalan Assumes charge as Chairman

Prof. G Jagadeesh of The Dept. of Aerospace Engineering, Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore, has assumed charge as The Chairman of Centre of Excellence
in High Speed Aerodynamics. This is a new centre which will contribute
intellectually to India's defence capability by helping in the development of next
generation high speed (supersonic/hypersonic) missiles. This centre has been
established by Brahmos Missile Company (joint venture by DRDO and Russia).
Prof. Jagadeesh is entrusted with the challenging task of formulating and building
this new research initiative. May The Holy Trio bless him to accomplish this task most fruitfully! Prof.
Jagadeesh is an alumnus of Vidyashala belonging to the batch 1978 —82.

G Jagadeesh
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S Shishir Poonacha

Excellent Performance in CAT

Shishir Poonacha S (Batch: 2003 — 2006) has secured 99.41 percentile in CAT 2010
examination and has got admission to the Indian Institute of Management, Lucknow. After
completing his X standard examination from Vidyashala in 2006, he graduated in B.Com. in
2011 from Sri Bhagavan Mahaveer Jain college, V'V Puram. Bangalore and he was adjudged
the 'Best Outgoing Student for the year 2010 —2011". Our hearty congratulations to him!

Students' Council Inaugurated v

The Students’ Council of Vidyashala

The 55" annual aquatic meet was inaugurated at the
Vidyashala swimming pool on 24" September 2011
by our alumnus Sri Karuturi Sai Ramakrishna (batch:
1979 — 83), Managing Director, Karuturi Global Ltd.,
Bangalore, after an attractive display of pyramids and
formations in the pool. Chi. Tejas K1, Bharath A S and
Santosh S emerged as champions In PUC, Senior and
Junior sections respectively.

Chi. Ajay Raj created a new record in Diving while in
the Senior section Bharath A S created as many as four
new records in 100 Mts FreeStyle, 100 Mtrs. Butterfly,
400 Mts. FreeStyle and 800 Mts. FreeStyle General
Events breaking the earlier ones, created also by a single
swimmer, Chi. Shreyank P Swamy in 2006 — 2007.

The Students' Council of Vidyashala for the year 2011
- 2012 was inaugurated on 29" June 2011 by Sri B B
Varma, the Divisional Railway Manager, South
Western Railway, Mysore Division, Mysore The
office-bearers were also administered the oath of
office by Sri S Balaji, Principal. Revered Swami
Muktidanandaji Maharaj, Adhyaksha, Sri
Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysore, presented the office-
bearers with badges marking their induction into their
respective offices.  Recitations and Bhajans by
vidyashala students on the occasion were impressive.

v Our Alumnus Inaugurates
the Aquatic Meet 2011

Our Alumnus Inaugurates the Aquatic Meet 2011

Incidentally he was present to honour the breaker of his
ownrecord! Our hearty congratulations to all of them!

< Kannada Rajyotsava
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Annual OBFC Games Meet

4 OBFC Games Meet

The annual OBFC Games Meet for the old students
residing in Mysore and nearby places was held on 6"
November 2011 at the Vidyashala playgrounds. More
than fifty alumni participated in the meet
enthusiastically. Six friendly matches were played
against the present students. While the results went in
favour of OBA in Football, the youngsters proved
better in Cricket, Badminton, Table tennis Basketball
and Volleyball. Congratulations to both the teams!

A notable feature of the cricket match was that Rev.
Swami Satyeshanandaji Maharaj, Correspondent,

SRKVS, also our alumnus (batch: 1979 -81 PUC ) represented the OBA and offered a tough fight by scoring 41

not out off 25 balls!

Science Day at Vidyashala »

Science Day was observed in Vidyashala on 12"
November 2011 as a part of which a science
exhibition was arranged in which prize-winning
science models prepared by students were exhibited.
Sri KR Sridhara Murthy, Senior Expert Advisor to the
Prime Minister in Public Information and Infra
Structure & Innovations in India, Bangalore, was the
Chief Guest. Prof. Jagadeesh, The Chairman of Centre
of Excellence in High Speed Aero Dynamics in IISc,
Bangalore, who is also our alumnus (batch 1979 — 82)
was the Guest of Honour. Revered Swami
Muktidanandaji Maharaj, Adhyaksha of Ramakrishna

[ 5c1ENE'I_E Eay

Science Day at Vidyashala

Ashrama, Mysore, presided over the function. Revered Swami Satyeshanandaji Maharaj, Correspondent and
Sri S Balaji, Principal, graced the occasion. They went round the exhibition and appreciated the exhibits. All
the toppers in Science in the Vidyashala first term examination were awarded certificates and prizes.

Annual Athletic Meet »

The 59" annual athletic meet of Vidyashala was
inaugurated by Sri P S Vastrad I A S, Deputy
Commissioner, Mysore District, Mysore, on 25"
November 2011. The students turned out a smart
march past and put up an impressive field display of
band, gymnastics, exercises on parallel bars,
pyramids, yogasanas and aerobics. Chi. Nihal

59" Annual Athletic Meet Inauguration

Ganapathy, Sourav Ranjan and Shashank S emerged as
champions in the PUC, Seniors and Juniors sections
respectively. They are seen in the picture (left) along
with the Chief guest of the closing ceremony Dr.
Chandrashekar, Chief Administrator, Aditya Hospital,
Mysore.

Chi. Ahish Krishna of II PUC created a new record in
the Discus Throw event in the PUC Section.
Our hearty congratulations!
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